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Some reference points:

1959 UN Declaration on the Rights of the Child

1972 UN Conference on the Environment in Stockholm

1980 Club of Rome: Limits to Growth

1987 UN Brundlandt Report: ñOur Common Futureò

1989 UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

1992 UN Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro

- Agenda 21

1996 UN II Habitat Conference in Istanbul
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Some concepts:

- Child Rights 

- Sustainability

- Biodiversity

- Think globally, act locally

- Good governance

- Citizenship

- Participation 
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Concept introduced by UNICEF at the II UN Habitat 
Conference in Istanbul ï1996

Åa ñholisticò container for child rights in their everyday 
life (not a sectorial approach)

ÅMayors and local administrators as privileged actors

Å Involvement of the whole community (families, 
professionals, associations, business, etc.)

Åkids are visible, kids participate

Åcare for the environment is central
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ÅA Child Friendly City is actively engaged in 

fulfilling the right of every young citizen to: 

Å Influence decisions about their city 

Å Express their opinion on the city they want 

Å Participate in family, community and social life 

Å Recieve basic services such as health care and education

Å Drink safe water and have access to proper sanitation 

Å Be protected from exploitation, violence and abuse 



Child-Friendly Cities

ÅA Child Friendly City is actively engaged in 

fulfilling the right of every young citizen to:

Å Walk safely in the streets on their own 

Å Meet friends and play 

Å Have green spaces for plants and animals 

Å Live in an unpolluted environment 

Å Participate in cultural and social events 

Å Be an equal citizen of their city with access to every service,

regardless of ethnic origin, religion, income, gender or disability
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Definition of a Child Friendly City (CFC)

ñA Child Friendly City is a local system of good 

governance committed to fulfilling children's 

rightsò
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Experiences start around the world

Italy, The Philippines, Spain, France, Brazil, South 

Africa, Slovenia, Switzerland, Palestine, Ukraine, 

Australia, and é

New Zealand !!!
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The establishment of the International Secretariat 

on Child-Friendly Cities at the UNICEF Innocenti 

Research Centre in Florence (2000)

www.childfriendlycities.org
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The CFC Toolkit (2004)

- A framework for Action

- Good practices and key references

- The CFC database

- The 9 Building Blocks

- Partnerships and networking
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The nine building blocks

1. CHILDRENôS PARTICIPATION: promoting 

childrenôs active involvement in issues that affect 

them; listening to their views and taking them into 

consideration in decision-making processes
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The nine building blocks

2. A CHILD FRIENDLY LEGAL FRAMEWORK: 

ensuring legislation, regulatory frameworks 

and procedures which consistently promote 

and protect the rights of all children
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The nine building blocks

3. A CITY-WIDE CHILDRENôS RIGHTS STRATEGY: 

developing a detailed, comprehensive strategy or 

agenda for building a Child Friendly City, based on 

the Convention


