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[ LATEST NEWS

Heritage Queenstown’s new meeting place has a name - ICON Conference 
Centre.

The international standard conference centre, due to open in April, is set 
on the lakeside of the hotel, with uninterrupted views of Queenstown’s scenic 
icons - Lake Wakatipu, the Remarkables mountain range, and Walter and Cecil 
Peaks.

The ICON Conference Centre, designed by Warren and Mahoney, is two 
storeys high with a conference room catering for 200 people seated theatre 
style and 160 people banquet style. On the roof to maximise the views is a 
terrace for special outdoor and marquee events. Technical facilities include 
high speed broadband, video conferencing and live TV streaming, ceiling 
mounted projection, large drop down screens, built in sound, fl exible lighting, 
wireless microphone, automated black out screens and integrated touch 
control panels. The lectern and stage can be placed in three different parts of 
the room for multiple layouts.

All catering is prepared in the ICON’s dedicated banquet kitchen and there is 
a built in bar in the pre-function area. Disabled facilities are also on site.

Christchurch based conference organisers, Conference Innovators has opened 
a branch in Auckland.

The offi ce is headed by Arna Wahl Davies, senior event manager who has 
returned to Auckland. She is assisted by Nerida Ramsay, who has also moved 
from the Christchurch offi ce. Director Megan O’Brien is spending considerable 
time in Auckland establishing the operation.

‘We already operate in the Auckland conference market, so it is a natural 
progression to open an offi ce there to grow our presence in the city,’ says 
O’Brien.

Conference Innovators is owned by Megan O’Brien and Tracey Thomas and 
specialises in managing international and domestic conferences, exhibitions, 
meetings and events. Conference Innovators has most recently been the 
conference organiser for the 16th Asia Pacifi c Parliamentary Forum in 
Auckland. Previous conferences include UNESCO 31st Session of the World 
Heritage Committee meeting, New Zealand Dental Association Conference 
and Resource Management Law Association.
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