2009 Community Boards' Conference
Prime Minister John Key will attend the Celebratory Dinner incorporating the Best Practice Awards, for the Community Board Conference 09 in Christchurch next month.

The Christchurch Convention Centre will be hosting community board members, other local government officials and community workers from around the country from 19 to 21 March to mark 20 years of community board services in New Zealand.

Underpinning the conference will be the looming outcome of the Royal Commission on Auckland Governance, a decision that could see changes in all regions, says Yvonne Palmer, chair of the New Zealand Community Boards’ Executive Committee.
“It was 12 years ago when we first met in Christchurch for the inaugural Community Boards’ Conference and it is appropriate that we return to Christchurch where we will debate 20 years of Community Boards,” says Ms Palmer, who is a member of the Shirley/Papanui Community Board.

The Prime Minister’s attendance at the Celebratory Dinner will boost the prestige of the Best Practice Awards which is presented to community boards ‘which have made significant contributions to the process of achieving excellence in local government’. 

In keeping with their commitment to the community, the Celebratory Dinner will eschew wines in favour of healthy fruit juices, to show that the community leaders are being responsible hosts.

Another highlight to the conference is the Disaster Recovery Dinner on Saturday March 21. 
This offers participants an opportunity to talk about the events which have impacted on our communities in recent times, says Helen Shrewsbury of Conference Innovators Ltd, which is organising the conference.
“The terrible events in Victoria, Australia, have highlighted the importance of being prepared for a civil emergency.  Leaders need to know what has to be done to help their community and be aware of the consequences of their actions, or inactions.  You only need to look at New Orleans to see what happens when community leaders are not prepared for a natural disaster,” says Ms Shrewsbury.
Editors note

The Conference offers:


    • Skills training
    • Knowledge up-date
    • Networking opportunities
    • Interesting and dynamic speakers
    • 20th Anniversary Celebratory Conference Dinner, incorporating The Best Practice Awards
The Royal Commission on Auckland Governance has been established by the Government to investigate, and make recommendations on, local and regional government arrangements for the Auckland region in the future.
Keynote Speakers

Hon Rodney Hide
Rodney Hide is New Zealand’s leading proponent of accountability and transparency in government. He is also Parliament’s most highly qualified environmentalist. Rodney forged a reputation in parliament by running successful campaigns against government waste, red tape, excessive taxation, and corporate welfare. He has helped many of his constituents in their struggles against government bureaucracy. 
Rodney has Masters Degrees in Economics (from Montana State University) and Resource Management (from Canterbury/Lincoln Universities).
Yvonne Palmer
Yvonne Palmer has been an elected member of the Shirley Papanui Community Board since the inception of Community boards in 1989, serving as a Community Board Chair, Deputy Chair and Board member.  Has represented Community Boards at the National Executive since 1997 and been Chair of the Executive Committee since 1999. 
Christoph Baker
Christoph Baker was born in Geneva, Switzerland in. He has lived in France, Switzerland, Germany, USA and since 1984 he resides in Rome. He is Assistant to the Executive Director of the Italian Committee for UNICEF and Responsible for the Child-Friendly Cities Initiative. He has been with the Italian NatCom since 1993 and has worked prevalently in the field of advocacy and promotion of child rights in Italy. He was responsible among others for the Mediterranean Group for Peace Education, the Baby-Friendly Hospital Initiative and has participated in the Multidisciplinary University Programme for Development Education since 1993.

Dr Steve Henry
Steve Henry lives in Wanaka. He works with business and community to facilitate sustainable practice through education . He has led redesign initiatives for sustainable practice using methodologies used widely in Sweden in Communities such as Wanaka, Wahi and Central Otago District and with organisations such as Otago Polytechnic and Comvita

Ross Banbury
Ross is the Manager of the Papanui Youth Development Trust, a youth service provider in the North West part of Christchurch.  The Trust is a Christian-based Trust with relational links to Papanui Baptist Church. He is also Manager of the Papanui Youth Centre (Te Koru) where the Trust is based out of. 

Getrude Matshe
Combining enthusiasm with an energetic speaking style, Getrude Matshe is a fascinating, motivational and inspirational speaker. 
Married and the mother of three children, Getrude is an African storyteller, a poet, an artist, a self published author, an entrepreneur and the founding director of three successful companies in New Zealand.

Dr Phillip Bagshaw
Phil Bagshaw is Associate Professor of Surgery at the Christchurch School of Medicine, where he practises as a General Surgeon, teaches undergraduate and postgraduate surgery, and does surgical research.
He is the immediate past Chair of the Council of Medical Colleges in New Zealand, and Facilitator of the Pan Professional Medical Forum
Lawrence Yule
Lawrence Yule has been Mayor of the Hastings District since 2001.  Prior to this he was a councillor for 6 years, Deputy Mayor from 1998 to 2001.
He holds an Honours degree in Agricultural and Civil Engineering from the University of Canterbury He recently chaired the fundraising committee for the $12-million upgrade of the Hawke’s Bay Opera House.  He represented local government in the Thailand tsunami post-disaster efforts and is currently leading a significant sustainability initiative in Hawke’s Bay.
Lawrence has served as a provincial sector chair and member of the National Council of Local Government New Zealand, with special responsibilities for the transport and water portfolios and was elected as President of Local Government New Zealand on 30 July 2008.
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