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$1.8B
DRUGS COST US $1.8 BILLION PER YEAR IN HEALTH, SOCIAL & 

ECONOMIC HARMS



415,000
PEOPLE EACH YEAR IGNORE OUR LAWS PROHIBITING 

CANNABIS USE



44
COUNTRIES NOW HAVE SOME TYPE OF 

DECRIMINALISATION OR LEGALISATION OF 

CANNABIS



3,140
IN 2015, 3,140 PEOPLE WERE COVICTED FOR POSSESSION 

AND/OR USE OF AN ILLICIT DRUG OR DRUG UNTENSILS





64%
OF US NOW THINK THE LAW ON CANNABIS PROHIBITION 

SHOULD BE CHANGED







Currently approved medical cannabis products:

Sativex

Marinol

Cesamet

Syndros

Bedrocan

Tilray products 





5 GOALS FOR A NEW DRUG LAW

 Minimise the harm caused by drug use

 Respect human rights

 Safer communities with less drug-related harm

 Equity for Māori

 Policy is cost-effective and evidenced based



 Policy spectrum











WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Let us know at:

 http://nzdrug.org/drug-law-2020

 gilbert.taurua@drugfoundation.org.nz

http://nzdrug.org/drug-law-2020

